
ARCO IRIS ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

 

INTRODUCTION 
At Arco Iris, our main focus is on your child’s continuous growth:  Are they learning and mastering 

concepts?  To assess our student’s continuous growth, we have developed a program that balances 

formative and summative assessments.   

 

 Formative assessment is ongoing and used during the learning process to modify teaching and 

learning activities.  Our teachers adjust and readjust to ensure that our students understand the 

concepts being taught, based on what they learn, through ongoing evaluations.  This is key to 

continuous improvement.  It allows us to have the information necessary to quickly adjust to our 

student’s learning needs. 

 

 Summative assessment measures how much a student has learned after a particular period of 

work.  After a unit of instruction, the student sits for a test and the teacher scores it.  This gives 

both the student and teacher feedback about what the student’s learned up to that point. 

 

Formative assessment is an assessment for learning. Summative assessment is an assessment of 

learning. 

ARCO IRIS ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

SPANISH 

Formative assessment takes place in every step of our student’s learning process.  Our teachers are able 

to group and regroup the students in the appropriate level of proficiency which allows the kids to be 

challenged and improve their language skills. 

 

At the end of every instructional unit, teachers design summative assessments that provide the 

necessary information to measure what students have learned.   

The results for both assessments are registered and reported in the trimestral progress report. 

MATH 

To track our students’ math learning, teachers use the tools provided by the Singapore Math Program.  

Lessons are designed to assess students’ learning through each chapter and unit.  Assessment is as 

follows: 

 Teacher introduces the skill or concept of the lesson and works with the entire group.  Students 

work with the activities presented in their text book. 

 Next, students work individually in their work books.  Meanwhile the teacher walks around, 

observing the students, answering questions and evaluating the understanding of the lesson of 

every student. 



 Students who finish more quickly than others select a packet with exercises that complement 

their learning and allow them to practice their particular theme to mastery. These packets are 

comprised of sheets from the Singapore Math supplemental books (e.g. Intensive Practice). 

 Students who are struggling with the lesson are able to practice through special work designed 

to reinforce their learning. 

 At the end of each chapter of the unit, students practice review exercises that reinforce the 

concepts of that chapter.  Students are also provided with review work from previous units to 

revisit and reinforce learning of overall concepts. 

 After the students have worked with the review activities in the text book with their teacher, 

the students individually answer the review exercises provided in their work books.  These 

exercises are very important for the teacher to evaluate their students’ learning of the concepts 

and skills of the unit.  Based on these evaluations, teachers give feedback to their students, and 

in turn, receive feedback from their students. 

 At the end of each unit, Singapore materials provide teachers with tests of each chapter and 

cumulative tests for the chapter, and cumulative tests that include the previous units and 

chapters. 

SOCIAL STUDIES/SCIENCE 

Social Studies and Science content learning is assessed based on a variety of techniques such as mind 

maps, questionnaires, quizzes, guided research of a particular theme, oral presentation, team work, etc. 

At the end of each unit teachers use summative assessment resources to assess the particular concepts 

of the unit. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

English Language Arts assessment mirrors Spanish Language assessment.  Formative assessment takes 

place in every step of our student’s learning process.  Our teachers are able to group and regroup the 

students in the appropriate level of proficiency which allows the kids to be challenged and improve their 

language skills. 

At the end of every instructional unit, teachers design summative assessments that provide the 

necessary information to measure what students have learned.  In addition, assessments are provided 

through our Story Town curriculum and include weekly, end-of-unit, and benchmark assessments.   

Students are also given Developmental Reading Assessments (DRAs) to measure their reading fluency 

and comprehension. New students are tested twice a year. Returning students are typically tested at the 

end of each academic year, though more often if the teachers feel it is needed. 

The results for assessments are registered and reported in the trimestral progress report. 

REPORTING YOUR CHILD’S CONTINUOUS GROWTH:  PROGRESS REPORTS 

At the end of each trimester, your child will receive a progress report that summarizes his learning and 

growth.  It will show his overall progress in all subjects throughout the year.  It will also demonstrate to 

parents and students the individual progress and pattern of growth throughout the year.  Teachers will 

meet with parents to conference regarding their child’s progress in the Fall and Spring of each year.  The 



progress report was designed based on Oregon State and Beaverton School District standards and 

learning targets.   

 

In addition to providing us with an overall picture of our students’ progress, our progress report 

provides a framework that lets us know how our students are doing compared to their cohorts 

throughout Beaverton School District and the State of Oregon. The progress reports are used to serve as 

a guide working within the standards framework to provide an educational program that is more 

challenging then state and district programs.  This contributes to our overall continuous improvement in 

serving our students. 

 

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

Arco Iris Language Assessments 

Arco Iris has designed an assessment tool that allows the teacher to place their students in different 

proficiency levels established by the American Council on the Teaching of a Foreign Language (ACTFL). 

These assessments include all language skills:  reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  These 

assessments are personal and done one-on-one, so the student could be assessed precisely where they 

are at in their language skills. 

Students will be assessed using the Arco Iris Language Assessments (AILA) at the end of each school 

year.  New students will be assessed at the beginning of the school year. 

SOPA and ELLOPA Assessments 

Student Oral Proficiency Assessment (SOPA, Grades Pre-K through K) and Early Language Listening and 

Oral Proficiency, (ELLOPA, Grades 2 through 8) assessments are based on ACTFL Proficiency guidelines 

and are standardized and research based.  At the end of the year during the last trimestral wrap up 

period every student will be assessed through SOPA and ELLOPA according to their grade level. These 

assessments will provide the information about the language growth in Spanish of each student made 

during the year and to make placement/grouping decisions for the following year.  

 Assessment Based on State Standards   

Third, fourth, and fifth graders take the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS) reading and 

math assessments.  Fourth grade students will take the State of Oregon writing assessment. Writing 

assessments have been suspended by the State for the 2011-2012 academic years due to budget 

constraints, but we will still require our students to produce a writing product based on the 

standardized writing process.  Their writing product will be assessed according to the state of Oregon’s 

standardized rubric.  This will let us know how our students are doing in a research-based, state-wide 

setting. 

 


