
 

 

Save the Date! 

Noticias de los Jaguares 
For our Jaguar readers, young and old 

Congrats to our new Jaguar Leaders! 
We are honored to announce our first 

group of Leaders! Two were carefully 

chosen from each class for their 

consistent leadership qualities of 

always being Safe, Responsible, 

Respectful and Kind.  Once they are 

chosen as leaders they will always be 

and our school community will rely 

on them because of their leadership.  

Typically, two new leaders will be 

chosen each month.  Our leaders for 

the month of December are:   

    

Holiday Program: 
December 9 

Stocking Stuffer: 
December 14 

Stuff stockings for 

our charity drive 

for the Sunshine 

Pantry. 3:30-5:00 

Back to School: 
January 3 

We kick off school 

in 2012 on January 

3. See you at 8:00! 

D I C I E M B R E  2 0 1 1  

Introduction 

Join us for holiday 

cheer, songs, and a 

potluck meal with 

friends! 6-8pm 

Welcome to the first issue of 
Noticias de Los Jaguares 
(News of the Jaguars).  So far 
we’ve had an excellent year of 
learning, growing and 
community building. We are 
blessed and honored to have 
fantastic kids and wonderful, 
supportive families.  We 
developed this newsletter as 
another way to inform you 
about what’s happening in all 
aspects of your child’s learning 
and school life.  Please read 
and enjoy.  If you have 
suggestions or comments, 
please let Maureen, Mercedes 
or Stacy know.   

 Congratulations to: 
⋆ Keegan Beattie 
⋆ Malea Cesar 
⋆ Peter Coakley 
⋆ Olivia Hoffbeck 
⋆ Austin Jones 
⋆ Grace Julian 
⋆ Alexander Kimmi 
⋆ Ian Olson  
⋆ Julia Saunders 
⋆ Olivia Welsh  
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Kids Corner 
 

Jaguars Read 
November minutes are in and we are 

impressed! We almost DOUBLED our hours 

from October. November totals were 1,257 

HOURS of reading! Maestra Mercedes class 

holds the November high with of 318 

hours. We had 75 students turn in reading 

logs for the month. Thanks everyone and 

keep up the great work. And don’t forget, 

you get DOUBLE MINUTES for reading 

Spanish books this month! 

Morning Meeting 

We will have more special guests visiting 

for Morning Meeting. This Friday, 

December 9th, we will have teachers from 

the Mad Science Program. Then Friday, 

December 16th, we will have Matt 

Pinkerton (Alex’s dad) bring in musical 

instruments for a special music 

presentation. 

 

 

 

Friday Folders 

Friday folders return! Our parents from last 

year will remember our weekly folders, and 

they are back by popular request. A folder will 

go home with your child, beginning this Friday.  

The folders will contain samples of work 

they’ve done throughout the week so you can 

see what they’ve been working on and ask 

them or their teacher questions regarding their 

work.  We will also be including handwriting 

practice! We have had many requests for 

handwriting practices sheets, and we will send 

them home in weekly folders. Some work 

samples may be journals or packets that 

contain ongoing work. From time to time these 

journals or packets will be sent home for your 

review, but it is very important that you 

return the packet or journal with your child.  

The loss of a journal means the loss of an entire 

body of work.  Please treat journals as you do 

the Daily Planners.  Make sure they are 

returned each Monday.  Please review the 

folders with your child and send them back on 

Monday. 

Parent Corner 
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Learning Corner  
because of their parent’s involvement and 

input!   

OAKS Testing. We have completed our first 

round of the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge 

and Skills testing for math and reading 

comprehension.  Our fifth graders will also 

complete a science assessment.  We use OAKs 

as a barometer to compare our third, fourth, 

and fifth grade students are doing compared to 

their cohorts throughout the state. The first 

assessment is to set a baseline for our students. 

The OAKS test measures what the students 

should know by the end of the academic year. 

In February, our fourth graders will submit a 

writing sample for assessment.  Those students 

who excelled in this first round have already 

exceeded the year-end assessment targets!  

porta odio ipsum sed felis. Aliquam erat 

Arco Iris’ Student Assessment Program.  In 

preparation for Parent/Teacher conferences 

last week, we sent a summary of our 

assessment tools and program to all parents. If 

you missed it or need another copy, please ask 

for one or visit the Arco Iris Blog where it is 

posted. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences. We had an 

incredible turnout and very successful Parent 

Teacher Conferences.  It’s an exciting time for 

us, as teachers, to meet with parents and let 

them know how well their kids are doing in 

their learning, particularly in Spanish.  Thank 

you so much for your participation; parent 

feedback is a key part of student learning.   We 

look forward to the upcoming trimester and 

know that our students will continue to excel 

Parent Brain Teaser 

Here’s a problem our fourth and fifth graders had last week.  Maureen buys a coffee for the first parent 

that comes in with the correct answer. Remember, they don’t know algebra yet! Are you up for the 

challenge? Show your work!   

Travis had 160 mangoes.  He sold some at $2 each and made $240. 

(a) How many mangoes did he sell? 

(b) What fraction of his mangoes did he have left? 

(c) Bonus Question:  If Travis wanted to make a total of $400, at what price would he have to sell 

 the remaining mangoes? 
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Positive Behavior Support System (PBIS) 
PBIS is a specific student management plan based on 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support, a 

nationally recognized behavioral management system.  

Our staff members have continuous training in PBIS to 

ensure that our school community promotes a positive, 

safe, respectful environment where our children feel 

free to learn and grow, without fear and intimidation.  

Key components include: 

Clear Expectations 
All students at Arco Iris are Safe, Responsible, 

Respectful, and Kind. 

Explicit Instruction 

Students are taught what it means to be 

Safe, Responsible, Respectful and Kind in 

all school settings including classrooms, 

transitions, bathroom breaks, playground, 

lunch, community room, assemblies, and 

field trips.  The basis for the instruction is 

modeling the behavior and having the 

students practice it so they recognize what 

“safe, responsible, respectful, and kind” is 

and know how it feels to put these positive 

behaviors into action. 

Reinforcement 
Appropriate behaviors are continually 

reinforced throughout the year.  

Reinforcement comes through verbal praise, 

increased responsibilities, token economies, 

and tangible rewards.  Food and candy are 

never used to reinforce positive behaviors. 

Daily Implementation 

Each day teachers, staff members, and volunteers hand 

out “Huellas de Jaguar” awards when they “catch” a 

student being safe, responsible, respectful, and/or 

kind.  The purpose of the Jaguar award is to 

acknowledge excellent behavior in the moment.  In this 

way kids are modeling, through real-life situations, 

positive behaviors to each other and it builds on itself.  

At the end of each week, at all-school assembly, a name 

from each class is drawn and the winner gets a fun, 

educational prize.  This is a way to acknowledge that 

there is a tangible reward.  Our kids love it! 

Leaders Program 
At the beginning of each month, our teachers will 

choose students whom they observe consistently 

practicing good leadership qualities. Typically, two 

students are chosen each month.  Our teachers make 

the ultimate decision regarding who they choose.  

Once a student has been chosen a leader, they will 

proudly wear a leadership badge.  They will always be 

considered a leader and the school community will 

look to them as an example.  They will be given extra 

privileges such as longer recess and free reading and 

writing times, hot chocolate with the Principal, lunch 

with their teacher, lunch with a friend, and other 

positive rewards.  They will also be given extra 

responsibilities including greeters, classroom helper, 

messenger, office helper, and Principal’s assistant. We 

announced our first round of Leaders just this week!  

On Going Staff Training 

Our staff has continuous training from our 

PBIS specialist through regular workshops 

and in-class mentoring and modeling.  Our 

teachers learn the language of PBIS which is 

always based on positive reinforcement.  
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Spanish Corner 

An important part of learning a foreign 

language is presentation.  We have two formal 

presentations to tell you about.   

Ecosystems.  Last month our second and third 

graders created and presented ecosystems, 

entirely in Spanish.  They had the opportunity 

to present twice:  first to each other’s classes, 

then a school-wide presentation where parents 

and the entire school were invited.  It was 

incredible to hear so much Spanish being 

spoken.  Thank you to Maestra Mercedes for 

introducing the idea and Maestras Rosa and 

Mercy for making it happen through their 

excellent teaching and guidance.   

Holiday presentation.  This Friday our 

students will perform a fabulous holiday 

program.  All of the holiday songs selected are 

in Spanish with the correct translation and 

pronunciation.  The program’s director is Joy 

Tovar who has worked tirelessly and given 

many hours to directing, and Maestra 

Mercedes who translated and modeled 

pronunciation of all the songs. 

Gratitude Corner 

We have so many volunteers and would like to 

acknowledge their important contribution to 

our school community.  Big thank you’s to Sarah 

Coakley, Niki Taylo, Joy Tovar, Wendy Armour, 

Glenda Donato, Christy Olson, Alison Money, 

Karen Mount, Christie Cesar, Cynthia Thomas, 

Gigi Escobar and countless other volunteers 

whose work is the foundation of our school 

community.  Also, we’d like to send special 

recognition to Kimberly Sills for heading up the 

Parent Teacher Organization and organizing 

our volunteers.   

These wonderful people organize and execute 

school wide breakfasts and potlucks; successful 

fundraisers; contributions to important 

charities; securing supplies and equipment 

(three tether balls!); taking special care of our 

staff; and helping in the classroom and the 

office. Not to mention moving our entire school 

and helping us setup in our new location.  They 

contribute in small ways that mean so much---a 

plate of fresh brownies or lunch for our 

teacher’s staff meetings and grading days----and 

large ways organizing our school-wide 

breakfast and the Book Fair.  Their contribution 

to our student’s education and well-being, 

through having an idea to full implementation 

including the Jaguar’s on the Run and Jaguar 

Reading competitions, is an invaluable way to 

build our kid’s confidence and sense of 

belonging to a community. 

Thanks to the 4/5th Grade class for providing 

lunch for our teachers during parent/teacher 

conferences. We absolutely could not run our 

school without all of our volunteer’s hard work 

and support.  Thank you. 
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School Community Corner 
Events 

Holiday Program, December 9, 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Our kids have been 

tirelessly rehearsing and are prepared to present an incredible performance 

this Friday.  Signup sheets for the potluck following the performance are 

posted outside each classroom.  Joy Tovar is organizing, directing, and 

playing the piano for the program and Sarah Coakley is organizing the 

potluck.  Be sure to thank both of them for their efforts. 

Stocking Stuffer Party.  Our stocking stuffer party for the Sunshine Pantry 

will be held immediately after school on Wednesday, December 14th. Our 

donation bin is already half full with donations of toys and goodies! We will 

gather to sort our donations, stuff the stockings, and box them up for 

delivery on Thursday. 

Super Chat with Mercedes and Maureen:  Arco Iris’ Two Year Program 

for Blended Classrooms.  Mark your calendar for January 11, 2012 from 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. for a presentation by Mercedes and Maureen regarding 

Arco Iris’ two-year program and the benefits of blended classrooms for 

multilingual education. 

Regular Board Business Meetings.  Please join us the second Wednesday of 

each month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Meeting agendas are posted on the 

school web site. Our next school board meeting is Wednesday, December 

14th. 

 

 



 

 

NOTICIAS DE LOS JAGUARES INVIERNO 2011 

7 

Teacher’s Corner 

Mercedes Gomez (4th/5th Grade Teacher and Curriculum Coordinator) says “I enjoy seeing how 

much kids learn!  They never get tired of being more and more challenged.  What I love about my kids 

is what I love about teaching.” 

Mercedes’ favorite book recommendations: 

Beginners: “Yo El Gran Fercho y el ladron”, Marjorie Weinman Sharrmant, Editorial Norma, Coleccion 

Torre de Papel 

Intermediate: “ De Como Decide Conevertirme en  Hermano Mayor” Dimiter Inkiow, Editorial Norma, 

Coleccion Torre de Papel 

Good readers: “ Huesos de lagaritiga”, Editorial SM, Coleccion Barco de Vapor. 

Maureen Childs, English Language Arts Teacher and Principal.  “One of the things I love most about 

teaching is the joy of seeing a student “CLICK” when they fully understand a concept they’ve been 

struggling with.  The enthusiasm and confidence that comes to a child through learning is a rare and 

wonderful thing to witness!”   

Maureen’s favorite book recommendations: 

Beginning Readers:  “Babar and Father Christmas”, “Twas the Night Before Christmas” by Clement C. 

Moore, “Olivia Forms a Band” by Ian Falconer, and “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak. 

Intermediate Readers:  “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” and “Horton Hears a Who” by Dr. Seuss; All 

“Diary of a Wimpy Kid” books by Jeff Kinney; “Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing” and “Super Fudge” by 

Judy Blume; and “Sylvester and the Magic Pebble” by William Steig. 

Advanced Readers:  “The Invention of Hugo Cabret” by Brian Selznick; “A Wrinkle in Time” by Madeline 

L’Engle; “Walk Two Moons” by Sharon Creech; and “The Lightning Thief” by Rick Riordan. 

For the whole family:   “The Twits” by Roald Dahl and “Where the Sidewalk Ends” by Shel Silverstein 

Stephanie McClain, 1st/2nd Grade Teacher. “I love teaching because it’s amazing to see kids 

understand and use the language for the first time:  how proud they are and how their confidence 

grows!” 

Stephanie’s Favorite book recommendations: 

“Clifford”, “Oso Pardo que ves Ahi?”, “El Pinguino” 

Maria Toscano, 1st/2nd Grade Teacher.  "What I love about teaching is that it’s a job that never 

repeats itself.  Everyday is a new adventure."   

Maria’s Favorite Book Recommendations:  "El gallo de bodas b and Los tres tamales" 

Favorite Things: 

We asked our teachers what they love about teaching and children’s book they recommend for 
students to read over the holidays.  Here’s what they had to say: 
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Rosa Sangiovani, 2nd/3rd Grade Teacher.  “One of the things I love about teaching is to watch 

students gaining self-confidence speaking Spanish as the weeks go by. At the beginning of this school 

year several students looked confused during classes. However, nowadays the same students are 

speaking in the target language and look relaxed and self-assured about it. I feel happy seeing how 

they take pride in their learning of Spanish.” 

Mercy Martinez, 2nd/3rd Grade Teacher. “Engaging students in the process of learning. Having 

them take ownership of what they learn and how. To empower and motivate students to become life-

long learners. These were my ultimate goals while developing and implementing our ecosystem unit 

when students were able to choose the topic to explore and decide how to present visually and orally 

what they had learn.” 

Mercy’s favorite book recommendations:   

”El paraíso de abuelita” by Carmen Santiago Nodar; “La isla” by Arthur Dorros; and “Pepita Talks 

Twice” by Ofelia Dumas Lachtman 

Nikki Falbo, English/Language Arts Teacher and 4th/5th Grade Teacher.  “There are so many 

reasons that I enjoy coming to Arco Iris each day. One thing that stands out to me is the culture of 

learning in each classroom. At Arco Iris, students are motivated to learn, challenge themselves to try 

something new, and to do 110%. The enthusiasm around reading their daily writing aloud, getting 

creative and putting hours into a project really motivates me. I'm fortunate to be a part of that.” 

Nikki’s Favorite Book Recommendations: 

For 4th and 5th grade students, I'd recommend that they try to find historical fiction novels about the 

themes we've been discussing in Social Studies. These are: 

Native American culture, including the Aztec Empire 

The Age of Exploration 

Early Colonial history- (We've only touched on this, but it would be fine to read about it.) 

For all students: 

Many children's books have won prestigious awards for their writing, art and ability to address 

issues such as multiculturalism is a just and entertaining way. All of these awards have a web page. 

Among my favorite awards are:  

Newberry Medal, for quality literature. 

Caldecott Award, for illustrations. 

Corretta Scott King Award, for quality literature written by African American authors. 

Tomas Rivera Mexican American Children's Book Award, for quality literature written by Latino/a 

authors. 

Favorite Things Continued: 
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Learning Targets for December 
Spanish Language Arts 

1st/2nd Grade.  The following skills will be practiced: Sequence of a 

story; reading comprehension; characters, setting, beginning, middle, end; 

nouns and Verbs; and beginning conjugation of verbs. 

2nd/3rd. The following skills will be practiced: Identify, talk about and 

write about setting, sequence, conflict, solution, and protagonists in a story. 

Identify the subject and the predicate in sentences. Identify, and construct 

declarative and interrogative questions using appropriate Spanish 

punctuation marks and correct enunciation. Use prepositions of place to 

answer questions. Use the following nouns and verbs in oral and written 

language: lamp, crayola, table, brush, and school, to look at, to take, to play, to 

have, to go, and to like. 

4th/5th Grade.  The following skills will be practiced: Reading 

comprehension of short stories (parts of the story) and informational texts ; 

write sentences using the vocabulary they know; Interrogative sentences 

orally and written (using question words, yes / no questions); answer 

question in short form orally and written (yes/no); answer question with the 

question words in complete form; present tense; nouns (proper, common, 

singular , plural); adjectives to describe; subject pronouns (personal); 

prepositions (de, como, sobre, para, por); and subject and predícate. 

Social Studies/ Science 

1st/2nd Grade Science.  The five senses. 

1st/2nd Grade Social Studies.  Understanding their role in the community. 

2nd/3rd Grade Science. Study of Matter. 

2nd/3rd Grade Social Studies. Identify land and water forms in a map 

(lake, river, volcano, mountain, hill, canyon, and valley). Compare and 

contrast maps of cities, rural areas, and suburbs. 

4th/5th Grade, Science.  Solar system, sun-earth-moon and stars, The 

effects of earth’s gravity, and movement of sun, moon and stars in the sky. 

4th/5th Grade, Social Studies.  Through readings, discussions, video and 

dramatizations, we will learn about England's first three colonies: Roanoke, 

Jamestown and Plymouth.  Explorer research project is due on Thursday, 

December 8th. Students will practice giving their oral presentations on these 

projects in class. Presentations will be video recorded. 
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Singapore Math 

First Graders:  Our first graders are finishing addition and subtraction with 

numbers up to 20 and beginning word problems.  They’ll be working with 

position and direction:  right, left, near, far, third, first, etc. beginning in 

January. 

Second Graders:  Our second graders have had their “nose to the 

grindstone” with renaming and regrouping in addition and subtraction into 

the hundreds. They are going to be polishing their skills until they are 

excellente! They will begin multiplication in January. 

Third Graders:  Our third graders are working on Multiplication and 

Division, as well as one-step and two-step word problems. They are also 

working on multiplying ones, tens, hundreds and thousands. 

Fourth and Fifth Graders:  Our fourth and fifth graders are working with, 

and will continue to work with fractions!  Skills include addition and 

subtraction of fractions, mixed numbers, improper fractions; decimals; 

perimeter and area of quadrilaterals and triangles. 

English Language Arts 

1st/2nd Grades.  Adjectives, short vowel sounds, the writing process 

continuing with paragraphs and personal narratives. 

2nd/3rd Grades.  Adjectives, compound words, the writing process through 

personal narratives. 

4th/5th Grade.  Students will continue writing personal narratives and 

fictional (narrative) stories. We will continue to use the 5 step writing 

process while writing these stories.  Students will begin using reading logs 

and book reports to record their reading. 

Coming in January:  

 Kid’s Corner 

 Learning Targets 

 Upcoming Events 

 PBIS Update 

 PTO Update 

 

 


