
Dear Arco Iris community, 
 
It seems just yesterday when a piece in the newspaper caught my attention. It was 
about the opening of a new immerse in Spanish charter school “Arco Iris”. I read it 
and immediately I felt that I had to know more about it; I called and made an 
appointment to meet the ladies that had started the project. I drove, not knowing 
exactly where I was going, because by then I was just a tourist and I didn’t know the 
area. I finally got there and met Danielle and Mary. They talked about the project of 
the school with so much enthusiasm that I knew right then that somehow I wanted 
to be part of that extraordinary school. 
 
We talked and talked, sharing our experiences and our ideas about education. After 
that first meeting we continued to be in touch and they offered me to be a part of 
Arco Iris. It was not easy to be able to come to work as a teacher, but we did 
everything we had and more to make it possible. 
 
I took the challenge and left my country to start this amazing journey. I was 
surprised by the commitment of all the people that are part of the Arco Iris 
community, but the most wonderful thing was the warmth and the eagerness to 
learn of the kids. The first year was a greater challenge than we could have 
imagined, but with hard work from the board, the parents and all the staff we did 
great. This past year represented another challenge; we had our ups and downs, 
some confrontation but at the end we learned from each other for the benefit of our 
kids.  
 
I enjoyed been part of the management team and collaborate to design the academic 
piece of the school; but I cannot express in words is my experience as a teacher. My 
group was beyond any expectations I had; they are just wonderful. I established a 
relationship that is more than just teacher-student; we love and respect each other. 
They stole my heart and I will always love them. 
 
Life is not always what we want it to be and sometimes it has mysterious ways. Once 
again life has put in front a new challenge, this time regarding my family, and I have 
to go back to be with my family. 
 
From the moment I told the Board my decision of going back, I have worked closely 
with them. Together the board, a group of parents and me interviewed the different 
candidates for principal. After having some discussions we decided that Jan would 
be just perfect for our school. She has the experience and the knowledge; but more 
important she has the heart to be our Principal. 
 
I will continue collaborating with the school in different projects that the board 
assigns me. I have been working from Mexico and I am in constant communication 
with the board. I will be back in August 20th to help with the transition. In this days 
technology is a miracle that can put people together even though they are miles 
away, so I hope I can remain as part of Arco Iris somehow. 



I want to thank the board for the opportunity they gave me; to my friends of the 
management team for all the support and friendship, to the teachers that were so 
committed to make this year a success and thy stand me with my kind of rough 
style. Thanks to everybody for the kindness and the love you have given me. Once 
again from the bottom of my heart THANK YOU. 
 
I don’t like goodbyes, so I will just say ”see you soon my friends” 
 
Mercedes 
 


