
 

November 12, 2013 

Dear Third Grade Parents: 

I want to inform you that Maestra Hetu has been offered a teaching position in another district 
and has decided it was a better fit for her. Her last day at Arco Iris will be November 15, 2013. 
This was not an easy decision for her, but wish her all the best. 

Our new teacher is Maestra Rodriguez, who will be relocating with her family from Puerto Rico. 
She has thirteen years of elementary teaching experience and is thrilled to be joining us. Maestra 
Rodriguez and her family will be working hard over the next two weeks to get ready for this 
move. Her first day with us will be December 2nd, right after the Thanksgiving Break.  

She has prepared a YouTube introduction for our parents. Her energy and enthusiasm are 
contagious: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WsdM3GY2ag&feature=youtu.be.   

She has also prepared a YouTube introduction video for our students! We will show this to our 
class as part of their preparation for Maestra Rodriguez’s arrival. As soon as we show it to our 
students, we will email you the link so you can see as well. We encourage you to watch it with 
your child. We think this is a fantastic, long-distance introduction! 

We are all excited to have Maestra Rodriguez join our team and know that her skills and energy 
are a perfect match for our needs. 

In the interim, we have hired Maestro DeGregorio as a long-term substitute. Maestra Hetu is 
meeting with him this afternoon, and then beginning on Friday, November 15 th Maestro 
DeGregorio will fill in until Maestra Rodriguez starts. I am confident that Maestro DeGregorio 
will connect with our students and help them continue learning without interruption. He realizes 
how important it is to establish relationships in order to create a classroom community and will 
put that as his first priority. Maestra Hetu is preparing detailed notes regarding her curriculum 
plans, her routines, student needs, in addition to notes from her most recent conferences. Maestra 
Heider has agreed to mentor him as well. Maestro DeGregorio will work alongside Maestra Hetu 
all day on November 15th.   

Thank you in advance for your patience and support during this transition.   

 

Jan Smith 



	  


